[Clinical manifestations of Takayasu's arteritis seen at the University Medical Center in Gdańsk].
Takayasu's arteritis (TA) is a granulomatous inflammation of the aorta and its major branches, usually occurring in young women. The disease is rare in Europe. The aim of this study was to describe clinical manifestations of TA among patients at the Department of Connective Tissue Diseases, University Medical Center in Gdańsk. We conducted a retrospective data analysis and performed a clinical examination of the patients. All patients met ACR criteria for TA. The mean age at disease onset was 26 years and the mean diagnostic delay was 19 months. Four out of 12 patients had a history of extensive stroke. Bypass surgery or balloon angioplasty was done in four patients. One patient underwent aortic valve replacement. Early diagnosis and pharmacologic treatment may significantly improve the prognosis in TA.